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TOST is done / 3-29-18
Thu, Mar 29, 2018Thu, Mar 29, 2018
Sewer, water systems must still follow code

Doug VanderLaan

Contributing Writer

For an issue that consumed headlines and public rancor for more than one year,
the 10-year Time of Sale or Transfer regulation came to an end in an official
whimper at Monday’s Barry County Board of Commissioners meeting.

“I will make note that the Eaton County Board of Commissioners did vote to repeal
the TOST regulation at their meeting on March 21,” reported Commission Chair
Ben Geiger during the “Various Correspondence” entry on Monday’s agenda.
“There is a communication from the health department on its website regarding the
next 45 days of that regulation.”

The March 21 vote by Eaton County commissioners was the last official step
leading to repeal. The 45-day state-mandated waiting period will culminate in
implementation of the appeal May 5.

TOST was adopted in 2007 by both Barry and Eaton counties as a means to
protect water quality through the mandatory inspection of wells and septic systems
prior to property being sold or transferred.

“A long, dramatic chapter of our history is over,” Geiger wrote in a March 21 press
release following the Eaton County vote. “With the repeal of TOST now official, we
can finally come together and seek out new and better ways to protect our
environment without rehashing the fights of the past.”

Geiger could be considered the incentive behind bringing the debate over TOST to
a head with an August 2017 community survey that was followed by public forums
and then formal public hearings that preceded the vote by both Barry and Eaton
County commissioners to repeal.

“This decades-long controversy was never about the quality of our natural
resources,” continued Geiger in his March 21 press release, “it was about the
quality of our public policies. May county leaders, today and in the future, never
forget the lessons made clear today: strong public policy requires strong public
support, and when we demand higher standards of our residents, we must demand
higher standards of or our leaders.”

After May 5, the regulation will no longer be in effect, and there will be no BEDHD
requirement for an evaluation or health department review or authorization to
transfer for properties with on-site wells or sewage systems. After the regulation
ends, according to a March 22 press release, registered evaluators will no longer
be registered or overseen by the health department.

The health department will continue, as always, to investigate complaints and
make site visits in order to issue well and sewage system permits. The correction
of well and sewage system conditions that are a threat to public health and found
through these two means will be conducted under the authority of health
department's sanitary and nuisance codes, as well as the Michigan Public Health
Code.

The TOST webpage will continue to have information about the requirements of the
repealed regulation for a period of time; changes to that page should be expected
in the future. Records will continue to be accessible through the Freedom of
Information Act.

According to the press release, health department officials seek to complete this
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transition as smoothly as possible. Individuals with questions or concerns may call
the Environmental Health Division, 269-945-9516 (select 3, then 5; Barry County
office) or 517-541-2644 (Eaton County office).
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